Claim 7: line Xj^^^^sxvc^ "tool" to — combination — ; and after 
"wherein each fastener" insert — of the tool — . 

Claims 9^^^^^ "loT^line 1 of each, change "tool" to — 
combination — ; and ^>ilie2 of each, after "means" and before 
"includes" ins^t — of the tool- 
Claim 11: line 1, change "tool" to — combination — . 
Please amend Claims 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 as follows. 


16 (Amended )V In combination: 
') a multipart pisosthesis which includes 

(1) a flexible isewing cuff, 

(2) a prosthesis Valve separate and spaceable from said 
flexible sewing cuff, ahd 

(3) anchor elements \[ said prosthesis valve being] securely 
attaching said pro sthesis Valve [attached] to said flexible 
sewing cuff after said flexYble sewing cuff has been attached to 
a patient; and 

B) a tool for attaching said\f lexible sewing cuff to the 
patient and which includes 

(1) a housing, 

(2) at least one fastener stoised in said housing in a 
tissue-penetrating shape and having Nan elastic limit, and 

(3) a fastener handling means onXsaid tool for forcing said 
fastener into the patient from one side\of said flexible sewing 
cuff and the patient's tissue to attach ^id flexible sewing cuff 
to the patient and deforming said fastener ^^eyond its elastic 
limit into a cuff-retaining shape. 
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17 (Amended) . In combination: 

A) a multipart prosthesis which includes 

(1) a flexible sewing cuff, 

(2) a pro^hesis valve separate and spaceable from said 
flexible sewing cuff, and 

(3) said prosthesis valve being securely attached to said 
flexible sewing cufif after said flexible sewing cuff has been 
attached to a patient; and 

B) a tool for attaching said flexible sewing cuff to the 
patient and which includes 

(1) a housing, \ 

(2) at least one fastener stored in said housing, said 
fastener being self -tapping to penetrate the patient's tissue 
when rotated, \ 

(3) anchor elements [sai-d prosthesis valve being] securely 
attaching said pr osthesis val^e [attached] to said flexible 
sewing cuff after said flexible^ sewing cuff has been attached to 
a patient; and \ 

B) a tool for attaching said flexible sewing cuff to the 
patient and which includes \ 

(1) a housing, \ 

(2) at least one fastener stored Vn said housing, said 
fastener being self -tapping to penetrat^ the patient's tissue 
when rotated, \ 

(3) a fastener handling means on saidVool for imparting 
rotation to said fastener and forcing said fjastener into the 
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patienA's tissue from one side of the patient's tissue to attach 
said flexible sewing cuff to the patient. 

18 (Wended) . In combination: 

A) a multipart prosthesis which includes 

(1) a fVexible sewing cuff, 

(2) a prosthesis valve separate and spaceable from said 
flexible sewingXcuff, and 

(3) anchor Elements [said prosthesis valve being] securely 
attaching said pro sthesis valve [attached] to said flexible 
sewing cuff after sbid flexible sewing cuff has been attached to 
a patient; and \ 

B) a tool for attaching said flexible sewing cuff to the 
patient and which includes 

(1) a housing, \ 

(2) at least one fasttener stored in said housing, and 

(3) a fastener handling means on said tool for forcing said 
fastener into the patient frbm one side of the patient's tissue 
and attaching said flexible sewing cuff to the patient. 

19 (Amended) . In combination: 

A) a multipart prosthesis which\ includes 

(1) a flexible sewing cuff, \ 

(2) a prosthesis valve separateXand spaceable from said 
flexible sewing cuff, and \ 

(3) anchor elements [said prostheses valve being] securely 
attaching said prosthesis valve [attached.] to said flexible 
sewing cuff after said flexible sewing cufV has been attached to 
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a patient; 

B) \a fastener for attaching said sewing cuff to the patient 
from one side of said sewing cuff, said fastener having an 
elasticXlimit; and 

C) means for forcing said fastener through said sewing cuff and 
attaching daid sewing cuff to the patient without exceeding the 
elastic limit of said fastener [whereby said fastener is non- 
formed when sa^id sewing cuff is attached to the patient by said 
fastener] . \ 

20 (AmendeaJ . In combination: 

A) a multipart neart valve prosthesis which includes 

(1) a flexible sewing cuff, 

(2) a prosthesis heart valve separate and spaceable from 
said flexible sewing icuff, and 

(3) anchor elements [said prosthesis valve being] securely 
attaching said pr osthesi^s valve [attached] to said flexible 
sewing cuff after said flexible sewing cuff has been attached to 
a patient; \ 

B) a fastener for attaching said sewing cuff to the patient 
from one side of said sewing c^uff, said fastener having an 
elastic limit and an initial shape; and 

C) means for forcing said fastener through said sewing cuff and 
attaching said sewing cuff to the Vatient without exceeding the 
elastic limit of said fastener [whereby said fastener is non- 
formed and not permanently deformed fiJom the initial shape when 
said flexible sewing cuff is attached to the patient by said 
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